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DIVINE SERVICE
Setting Three

A Brief History of the LWML
by Marlys Taege Moberg

“There's no question the church is behind you because in so many ways you are ahead of the
church.”  With those words, a Lutheran historian applauded the progress of the Lutheran
Women's Missionary League (LWML) since its founding in 1942.  Its roots, however, go back
nearly a century earlier.

Beginning in the 1850s, women of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) started
local auxiliaries to meet the needs of people—mending clothes for seminarians, equipping
hospitals, establishing schools, developing convalescent and retirement homes, assisting
orphanages and residences for people with disabilities, gathering clothing, furniture, and food
for indigents, and funding mission endeavors at home and abroad.

Not until the 1920s, however, did members of congregational societies begin to coordinate
their efforts by uniting in state and regional leagues.  Oklahoma was first in 1928, but it took
more than a decade before official approval was granted for a national LCMS women's
organization.

In response to resolutions from two district groups, the 1938 LCMS convention established
a committee to study “the problem” (of establishing a synodwide women’s organization). The
committee’s 1941 report was favorable, and the Synod not only approved, but encouraged the
creation of a general organization of women.  Five pastors were appointed to arrange a meeting
of representatives from interested districts.

At that meeting, held July 7–8, 1942, at St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Chicago, Illinois, the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League was founded by delegates from 15 districts.  Today it is
active in every district of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  The LWML has set a pattern
for similar organizations in other countries where there are LCMS partner churches.

PASTORAL GREETING

Stand

HYMN OF INVOCATION
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527 (Tune) With Joy We Come Together
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.  [Hebrews 10:22]

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 118:22–24; antiphon: v. 1

P Oh give thanks to the Lord, for | he is good;*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever!

C The stone that the builders re- | jected*
has become the | cornerstone.

P This is the Lord’s | doing;*
it is marvelous | in our eyes.

C This is the day that the | Lord has made;*
let us rejoice and be | glad in it.

ALL Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever.  | Amen.

P Oh give thanks to the Lord, for | he is good;*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever!

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy
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Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
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The COLLECT OF THE DAY is spoken or chanted.

P Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him.
Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT ~ Isaiah 5:1–7

1 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had
a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked
for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and
men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my
vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild
grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and
it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make
it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for
justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

10



GRADUAL

P He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name! Psalm 91:11; 103:1

EPISTLE ~ Philippians 3:4b–14

4 If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as
loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that
which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain
the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA
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HOLY GOSPEL ~ Matthew 21:33–46

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
  

33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard
and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it
to tenants, and went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he
sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants,
more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said
to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39

And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41

They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it
is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on
this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived
that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they were seeking to arrest him,
they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

Sit
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HYMN OF THE DAY ~ 528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 
The Lamb of God was slain. 
His soul was once an off’ring made 
For ev’ry soul of man.

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 
Be now and ever giv’n
By saints below and saints above, 
The Church in earth and heav’n.

SERMON ~ “Kingdom People, Kingdom Fruit” Matthew 21:33-46

Stand
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P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

OFFERTORY  Psalm 51:10-12
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

LORD'S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9-13

16



The following is said or chanted:

A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in Your Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS
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BENEDICTION  Numbers 6:24-26

Sit
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CLOSING HYMN

662 (Tune) Serve the Lord with Gladness
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THE LWML PLEDGE
(© 1955 LWML authored by Rev. Harry Fricke)

C In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His bloodbought gift of
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have;
and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge
Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We
consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His
errands, our voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming
love, our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will,
and every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost and the
erring into eternal fellowship with Him.  Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And with your spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1]

C We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  [Psalm 136]

C It is good and right so to do.
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The Proper Preface appropriate to the day or season is spoken: 

P It is truly good, right and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  John 20:19

C Amen

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace.

Sit
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
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5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 
Whose own feast of love I savor, 
Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
Fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

P Take and eat, this is the true body of our Lord Jesus Christ, given into death
for your sins.

C Amen

P Take and drink, this is the true blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, poured out for
you for the forgiveness of your sins.

C Amen

P The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you steadfast in the one true Faith unto life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.

C Amen

As soon as you have communed, please exit via the side aisle and return to your vehicle.  God
bless you and keep you safe and healthy.

T Soli Deo Gloria  T

On the last page of this booklet you will find and series of Scripture readings and prayers
for the coming week.  May they be a blessing to you as we all contend with these
difficult and challenging days.  God grant you His peace and protection.
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The LWML Today

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official  auxiliary of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. For over 77 years, the LWML has focused on affirming each woman’s
relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives in
active mission ministries and to support global missions.

Mission Statement

The mission of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League is to assist each woman of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she
is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world.

Vision Statement

The LWML is the leading group for LCMS women where each woman is welcomed and
encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as she supports global missions and serves the
Lord with gladness.

Object

Mission Education, Mission Inspiration, Mission Service, Financial Grants for Mission Needs

Motto

Serve the LORD with gladness! (Psalm 100:2).

Why Purple?

The official colors of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League are purple and gold.  According
to the Southern Illinois Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly Supplement, October 1948, the Southern
Illinois district was the first to adopt the colors of purple, symbolizing royalty, and gold,
symbolizing value and integrity.

The LWML Executive Board adopted purple and gold at their board meeting held on July 24,
1951, at the Commadore Hotel New York, New York.  The minutes of this meeting state: “Motion
was made by Mrs. Emil Frank to recommend that the colors Purple and Gold as suggested in the
Handbook, be adopted as the official League colors.  Action – Adopted."  This historical decision
is noted on page 77 of Wings (© 1991).
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